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Mike Cook talks on the computer at the Brain Wash n&nurncg. *I'm: not raclly into computars,” he says, hut this is really interesting,’

" The

Computerized

 Kaffeeklatsch

Cafes’ electronic bulletin boards offer cybersex with your latte

BY SHANN NIX
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

- n the Braln Wash cafe on Folsom, Mike Cook

ignores the conerete ftoors, the industrial tubing

and flashing lights in the background, the twen-

tysomething Eurotypes, hanglng around and tip
ping up their Iattes, slonched on decoupaged stools
and debating the relatlve merits of the universe at
large.

Mike Cook is husy doing some serious one-finger-
ed typing on a computer console. He may look as if
he's here, but he’s not. He's on the Net.

To call SF Net a computer system linking a num.

ber of Bay Area

(06: sleazy) gooichygootehy goo trollie
{16: tippytoee) hi im tippytoe im new, ght {'d
introduce myself.
" (08: old mole) yay he said ki first to me
(03: sea monkey) it’s rot @ good sign when the bed
crecks and you sleep on a futen,

And soon .. Live chiats are generally pretty light-
welght, self-deseribed as “trivial and banal,” with hi-
mer and some emotional discussions mixed in.

. the philosophy
es like this one:

lack us up'

{
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basket, where you might find messag-

" keep calling SF (Net) for some reason, leoking

for the answers, Unfortunately, 'm not finding them.
Lguess I'm growing up even though I'm agzinst it and
. want to place my life in reverse,”

Or this: “Is truth our guide or the opinon that may

? 1 wonder what Luther, Galileo, Payne,
Thoreau, Garrison er Gandhi would say to that?” .

What wnm_a Netters coming back to pump quar-
For deeper couversations, you'd have tg dip into, COMPUTERS: Page B5ColL 1

Mrs. Clinton Picks
Inaugural Gown

BY LIZ SMITH
MEWEDAY

= illary Clinton is being fitted in Little Rock for
her inaugural gown, designed by the young,
homegrown Sarah Phillips 2nd executed by the great
Broadway theater genius Barbara Matera. The dress
is a sheath of embroidery and lace with an overskirt
of chiffon. The colorsrun from lavender to purple.

And becanse this dress has been put together with
the expertise and know-how that goes onily inte the-
ater costumes, Clinton has already pronounced: I
have never beenso comfortable in a dress in my en-
tire life.” This is the first desigher dress the first Iady-
to-be has ever owned.

As deslgner, many were rumored, but only Phil-
Iips, 37, who formerly worked for Relph Lauren and
Yves Saint Laurent, was chosen, Phiflips, who was
born in New Yorkand raised in Ohio, has baen de-
scribed as “adorable and young.” She made a yellow
silk snit tor a Little Rock boutigue that was often tre-
quented by Clinton, who bought the suit 2nd wore it
during the Demeeratic National Conventien, Ever
since, she has seemed to fancy Phillips’ “cne-person”
operation for design,

Because she needed help with the embroidery,
Phillips, % fashion indusiry veterar of [2 years who
opened her own company a year ago, called on the
Broadway house of Arthur and Barbara Matera, cos-
tumers extraordinary. The resultis a deess that won't
“wear” Clinton, but one that she can wear Lo really
great effect,
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California Ranks
High In Child Care

ASSOCIATED PRESS

n&_.?nam may be staggering under the

worst economie slump sinee the 1930s, but it
s among 10 statog that lead the nation In guality
of child care, Working Mother magazine re-
poris. -

The 10 “bave ail, 1 various ways, made sig-
Diffcant strides in the provision of child cars,”
ik magezine says [n a peport in its February
editfon,

Besides Californla, Working Mother eited
Colorado, Connecticut, Hawalt, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Minnesota, Vermont, Washington
and Wisconsin. They rated the best for health
and safety, and for funding child care. A panel
rated child-care regulations by a number of ol
Jective and subjective eriteria, irchiding:

M Quality: The number of children ap adult
may care for.

W Avaitability: The number of state-regulat-
ed spaces for children.

M Health and safety: Including the mini-
mum humber of children who must be enrolled
before the state regulates family eare, immumi-

- zatlon standards and monitoring and enforce-
ment, : -

B Comtmilment: What a state does to en.

. courage high-quality, affordable child care,
" California, for example, rated “very good”

on quality of care,
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d are ¢ et-
lers, or Net- .
K ublin city officials are constd-
Heads, For the U ering a song-writing competi-

intrepid and the fascinated, the Net provides new
lingo, new friends, new places to party ard the ultl-
mate in safe dating — cyber style.

Here’s how it works. Say you have some time on
your hands. You cruise Lnto one of the coffechouses
that's logged on to the Net — the Jumpin Java on
Cole, or the Horseshoe on Haight, You watt until the

table’s free. {It might tzke hours.) You slide into the

seat and stare down at the monitor,

It’s set flush into a table and covered with plastic
to protect against the ineviable espresso splil The
screen cordially invites you to insert your two quar-
ters, which signs you on and buys you four minutes of
on-line time, and it introduces itself as “the first true
public message forum.”

Once you're connected, you kave to start making a
series of rapid cholces. Do You want Hve chat? Poker
chat? Fidonet? Do you want to talk current events,
polities, graffitt, arts-culture-music, books and poetry,
Inovies, computers, sports, great cities, buy/trade, en-
vironment, science/tech, trivia, women’s or men's is-
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complete with rips for on.

ly $85. tourists.

For Every Body

DKNY faded jeans come Levi's classic 5073 are an
obsession among foreign

There Are Jeans

BY NEW YORK THAES

tion to select an anthem for their
community similar to those al-
ready adopted in several other
East Bay cities.

The idea surfaced during Mon.
day night's council meeting after
Steven King Stewart approached
the city with a proposal to write a
city anthem. !

Stewart, who has already writ-
ten songs adepted by Fremont,
Livermore and Unlon City, pre-
sented to the council a package of
endorsements and a demonstra-
tion tape,

“The council was impressed hy
Mr. Stewart’s credentials,” safd
City Clerk Kay Keck. “But they
were concerned that there might
he local residents who also might

Gitbeud Brand X jeons are worn
low and three sizes too big by 16-to
25-year-olds.

sues? :
You settle on Iive chat and log on. A tip for the
uninitiated — it’s cooler, and safer, to choose a han-
dle. When the computer asks for your name, tell it

be interested in writing & song for
the city. They didn't want to take
any action until they found out
whether there was local interest.”

The blue-jeaning of America,

Levl m:.EE.@ Co’s chief executive

mething bizarre, The more outrageous the hetter. . ative, ashig Jeans cross over from hip-
moaﬁuu_mmman mam..mﬂm Eu&%« h&:nm_ .H...mﬁnm_.m mu._.c_r MMH “Maﬂu.“x_.z posed fora photo shoot, whilethe chic  hopyouth to Homer Simpson-shaped As a result, the councll decided
*Old Mole, Love Monster, Venus Anemone, Rice Aroni, s young staff gently prodded denim- baby boomers. tofloat the possibility of a competi.
Mr. Wonderful, Thee Antechrist — you get the pic- -En representejeanscult”go  Oaedetstomers. In a tight retail market, jeans sales Lo, If coverage in local newspa-
ture, reads a Tshirt at the Orlginal -Youlaok confused,”asaleselerk  grew an outsized 7.2 percent last year, pers attracts sufficlent interest,

Keck said, a competition could be
set up, The winning song would he
debuted during Dublin’s St. Pat.
rick's celebration in March,

Stewart, & 4l-year-old Liver-
more musiclan who works as &
dental technitian, szid he is con-

- virced city songs are a good wayto
build ity pride.

said sweetly. “May I help you?”

Far every generation, the slogan
goes, there's a Gap. And for every gen.
eratlonal or soclal gap, there are Jeans:
baggy, straight, bell-battomed, hip hug-
ging, acld washed, faux ponyskin,

“Livin’large,” street slang for the
good Iife, has turned into a gtyle mper-

each brand and sub-brand marklng its
wearer's tribe and style territory.
*There's a jean discourse going on,”
said Fred Davis, a soclologist at the Uni-
versity of Southern Californds and au-
thor of the book “Fashion, Culiyre and

Levi's Store, across New Yerk’s Lexing-
ton Avenue from Bloomingdale's,
Open almost a month, this §,300-square-
fool cathedral of casual wear vaunts no
fewer than 12 walls of denim.
o_u awarm winter Wednesday, the

5 new loose-f1t Lev)'s ad campalge boom-
N:“.. “ﬂa%_ﬂ.ﬂﬂéw leaving. v ed fromanine-panel video screen, and

08: old mole) eel L ‘

You'll generally be greeted warmly by the other
participants in your “conference table,” and the con-
versation will start to seroll rapidly past your eyes.
Jump right in — remember, your clock Is tieking.
Thege conversations apen’t always deep and pro-
found: cne recorded conversation went like this;

JEANS: Pgge B4Col.,




